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The CVB recently produced a series of videos
for CCNC with local artists commissioned to
produce works for their clubhouse renovation.
Watch this one featuring
Carmen Gordon from Carthage
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
Phil Werz

Happy New Year! Anything has to be better than 2020, right? Well, 2020 didn’t start off badly. We were
riding the momentum of prosperity when last year started, and the first 58 days were not bad. Then,
March 11th happened and this destination, like thousands across the United States and around the world,
changed overnight. Pandemic declared, businesses shutdown, you know the story…
But one thing remained constant in 2020 and never wavered – Golf NEVER closed, never shutdown,
never stopped. Nope. Nada. No way. You can take this away, shut that away, but doggone it, you can’t
take golf away from the Home of American Golf!
I always loved the movie, ‘Field of Dreams’ and if you love baseball, you loved James Earl Jones
“baseball” speech. Here’s what that speech would be if the movie was, let’s say ‘Field of Greens.’
Please allow for the poetic justice here:
“They’ll come to the Pinehurst, Southern Pines and Aberdeen Area for reasons they can’t even fathom.
They’ll turn up your club driveway, not really sure why they are doing it. They’ll arrive at the pro shop,
innocent as children, longing for the past….they’ll pass over the money without ever thinking about it. For
its money they have and peace that they like. They’ll walk onto the fairways, walking in shirt sleeves on a
perfect afternoon. They’ll remember their heroes and play the game. It’ll be as if they dipped themselves
in magic waters. The memories will be so thick, they’ll have to brush them away from their faces. People
will come. The one constant throughout all the years has been golf. Golf. America has rolled by like an
Army of steamrollers. It has been erased like a blackboard, rebuilt and erased again. But, golf has marked
the time. This course, this game, it’s a part of our past. It reminds us of all that once was good…and it could
be again. Oh, people will come, people will most definitely come.”
Golf has been our saving grace in this pandemic and has been a part of the dream of this area for 125
years. This destination has survived a previous pandemic, two world wars and countless other crises
over time. This place is timeless and we will prove once again that as golf goes, so goes our tourism
economy. In 2021, support the game of golf, support our local businesses, shops and restaurants. Support
our farmers county-wide and encourage your friends and everyone you know to visit. Our courses never
closed, but neither did our doors, or our arms to welcome you home!
Peace, be safe and be kind to one another in 2021!

DESTINATION TOURISM TOPICS
Hilton Garden Inn Opens in Aberdeen
The newest hotel in our destination officially opened
on December 21, 2020. The Hilton Garden Inn features
103 rooms and employs 60 people. The hotel is
owned by McPeake Hotels, Inc., which also operates
the Hampton
Inn
and
To w n e P l a c e
Suites,
all
located
in
Aberdeen. The
hotel
offers
a
spacious
lobby,
fulls e r v i c e
restaurant
and bar with
seating for up
to 60 people,
o u t d o o r
firepits, pool,
fitness center
and
guest
laundry. Read
more HERE.

New Carthage Mural Highlights
Water Towers
The newest creation
on the Carthage
Mural
Trail
has
come to life! The
“Water Towers” has
been painted by
state mural artist
Scott Nurkin, who
also created the
other three murals
in Carthage.
The Water Towers
mural is located
on the wall of the
Kramer
Building
which is located at
107 Monroe Street in
the downtown area
of Carthage. Read
more
about
the
murals HERE.

Painted Ponies Returning to Southern Pines
A horse is a horse, of course, but the horses to be seen this winter
in Southern Pines are a totally different breed. The second annual
Painted Ponies program returns in 2021 and will run from January
30 through March 30. One of the Painted Ponies was produced
by the CVB and has a “Home of American Golf” theme. The CVBs
Destination Storyteller, Dan Dreyer, created this specific pony for
the Painted Ponies Art Walk and truly captures the essence of our
golf-centric destination. Read more HERE.

Pinehurst Resort to Build New Hotel
The Moore County Board of Commissioners and the Village of
Pinehurst Town Council have approved economic incentive
agreements for a proposed 36-room boutique hotel to be built
on the Pinehurst Resort property near the exisiting country club.
The new hotel is expected to create 20 new jobs earning at
least $30,000 per year. The project entails a $16.2 million capital
investment. To read more about this project in an article from The
Pilot newspaper, click HERE.

GOLFING NEWS
Golfweek Names 8 Area Courses
Among Top 200

Renovation Work Underway
at SP Golf Club
Courtesy of Dave Droschak/TriadGolf.com

Pinehurst No. 2, host of three U.S. Open Championships
and future host of the 2024 event, is ranked third in
the United States among Golfweek magazine’s 2021
Top 200 Best Resort Courses in the U.S. list. Three
other Pinehurst Resort courses were honored along
with Mid Pines Inn & Golf Club, Pine Needles Lodge
& Golf Club, Tobacco Road Golf Club and Mid South
Club. Read more HERE.

It was probably a no-brainer that Pine Needles
CEO Kelly Miller would tap Kyle Franz to tackle the
resort’s latest acquisition – historic Southern Pines
Golf Club – as the architect of choice for a renovation project that began this winter. Franz believes
Ross had three or four different design styles during
his career, which he
has tried to tap into
as he’s gone from
restoration to restoration. Miller notes
the sloping topography at SPGC won’t
support
sweeping
sandscapes
that
Franz has utilized in
previous renovation
projects, saying they
would “wash away.”

Local Pro Named Top 50 U.S. Kids Coach
Congratulations to John Wainwright from the U.S. Kids Golf Academy at
Longleaf Golf & Family Club in Southern Pines! He was named one of the Top
50 Kids Coaches of the Year from around the world. This honor is considered
one of the premier recognitions for the world’s most outstanding junior golf
instructors. The list of winners comes from 26 states and seven countries. To
see the complete list and story click HERE.

CCNC Seeks Volunteers for US Junior Amateur
The 73rd U.S. Junior Amateur Championship is coming to The Country Club of North
Carolina in Pinehurst, July 17-24, 2021. Hundreds of volunteers are needed to give these
elite Junior golfers a great experience, with a majority of volunteers needed July 17-21.
Past U.S. Junior Amateur champions include David Duval, Gary Koch, Hunter Mahan,
Johnny Miller, Charlie Rymer, Jordan Spieth, Kevin Tway and Tiger Woods. For more
information, details and to sign up visit HERE.

PGA National Club Championship Coming in March
The PGA National Club Championship will be played March 13-15, 2021
at Pinehurst Resort. This one-of-a-kind event brings together Amatuer
Club Champions from courses coast to coast. This event is a celebration
of the best amateur players and their PGA Professionals who help them
achieve greatness at their individual clubs. The championship will have four
divisions - Men’s, Women’s, Senior Men’s and Senior Women’s - with each
division playing 54 holes on courses No. 2, No. 4, No. 6 and No. 8. For more
information click HERE.
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NEW 2021 GUIDE!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEWEST
EVENT IN THE HOME OF AMERICAN GOLF!
The 2021 Pinehurst Barbecue Festival
will take place on Labor Day Weekend
(Sept 3-5)

For more information click HERE

Our NEW 2021 Destination Guide
is ready for you to order, so you
can plan your next trip to the
Home of American Golf. Order
online at homeofgolf.com and we
will ship it to you for FREE! Who
doesn't like free? See you soon in
the Sandhills!

Love Your Local Farms?

Now you can stay connected with a FREE app!

The “Visit NC Farms” Moore County app is
your Best Bets guide to local farms, food and
fun. Experience the unparalleled beauty of our
magnificent farms and country landscapes. For
visitors, locals or here for an extended business
stay, enjoy this app and learn what makes this area
so special.

